aSsca
NEWSLETTER

The ASCA Newsletter July - September 2024

Keeping you up to date, and in the loop, with ASCA goings on.

ASCA Examinations

We are entering our busiest months of the year with regard to ASCA examinations.

Thank you to everyone who submitted examination entries early or on time for Term 4.

Request for Examination Forms, plus fees must reach ASCA 6 weeks prior to the
Examination.

For anyone requesting exams late in Term 4, the 6 week time limit still applies.

The request for examinations form must be submitted with fees.

Note: The form to be completed is below, but please go to the ASCA website asca-
speech.org for the current schedule of fees.
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Please return form to:

Mrs C McKenzie

Treasurer ASCA

14 Farm Road

Kenthurst NSW 2156 o

Email: exams.asca@gmail.com

Australian Speech Communication Association
ABN 90 059 264 630

TAXINVOICE No:

Please insert your school name, surname or telephone number as your Tax Invoice Number.

REQUEST FOR EXAMINATION - 2024

Teacher/Organizer:

Address for all correspondence:

Phone Emsail

Address of venue:

Date(s)Requested:

(In order of preference)

ook kskok
Please fill in the details of grades and fees on the reverse of this form and write the grand total here.

Grand total of fees: $

NOTES

¢ FORM The Request form and fogy must reach the treasurer of loaat six wocks before the examimation dato 10 allow adaquate sme for

armangements 30 be made. An examiner will net be appeinted untll the Reguest form has been received clther by mall or emsall and
the foes have beem pald  Candidatos must 5o sehmittod at the coe time and no changes made after submiscon.  Phone bookings willl not
e accepood.

LATE ENTRIES Ia pesceal Late entries will not be accopead, however i spocial ciroumstances a candidate may be acceptad if a pomalty
fee of $20 per stodent s pand.

PAYMENT OF FEES
o Chogees 10 be made out 80 *ASCA" and sent with the completod Rogeest Form 1o the Tressurer. (soc addross o top of foem)
o Abematively the form may be emailed and the foos Srect doposited mito CHA 062229 00131200,
o Please idemify exam date and schood weacher on the description on dank deposit.  Eg Smush Dec 28

Candidanes conenng for the Contificae of Communication of e Diploma examinasons should easwe that they have fulfiled Bhe pre-
requesitos as statod s the Syllabuses. (Amach proo)

Should Be regulations not be adherod 10, Bhe msOCution muy retem the bookung form and fees. A1 least 1.5 hours per day are acoded o
send an cxaminer, A daily cxass sessbon should sot exceed 6.5 houirs

Please check that the codes (as found in the syllabus contents) are correct.
Fill in this form with the number of candidates sitting for each grade and the total cost of those students.

Page 2 of 14



LR R R R R R TR R S SRR TR S R SR R TR SR S SR R T R R R TR T R SR R TR R R R R R R R SR R R SR R R TR T R SR R TR S SR R e R

A word from our Treasurer, Carolyn McKenzie

Request for Examinations and Payment of fees.

To make the job easier when arranging examinations and keeping records, please note
the following:

The Request for Examination form and fees must be sent 6 weeks prior to the

examination, to ensure we have time to appoint an Examiner.

The Request for Examination form should be filled out for every day of
examinations with the grades and fees listed. Please do not send one (1) form with
several days of exams listed.

When multiple days fees are sent or deposited into the ASCA account, please send an
email listing the dates and amounts that make up the total.

For example:

Timbuktu High School

Monday 15t November $ 600

Wednesday 10t November ~ $1,000

Friday 12t November $2,000

Total $3,600

Page 3 of 14



UsCd

Video Cameras

or Recordings of
any kind

are not permitted
during Examination

sessions.



A reminder about Point 11, Page 4 of the ASCA syllabus:

“Video cameras or recordings of any kind are not permitted during the
examination sessions .

A sign is provided on the previous page for you to print out and use in
the examination room. Please put the sign in a prominent position inside
the Exam room and also outside on the door.

Clarification of Syllabus

(a) Clarification regarding the Introductory Performance
Certificate (IntroPC)

p-35 Speech Communication Syllabus and
p.7 Communication through Performance Syllabus

Section 3 is a prose reading and need not be memorised.

All other sections of the Introductory Performance Certificate are to be
memorised.

The focus of Section 3 is on the interpretation of a reading, however,
candidates will not be penalised if Section 3 has been memorised.

(b) Clarification regarding Dip Comm Teacher’s Conversion.
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Students need to qualify with a Reflection of their lessons which they have
taught in a practicum. It is recommended that four to eight lessons to be
taught.

(¢) Reminder of Section 2 of Senior Grade 3 Communication Syllabus.

Students must initiate the discussion.

Feddkkkk
Membership Reminder:

Just a reminder for anyone who hasn’t sent their 2024 membership form and fees - they are
now overdue. The forms were sent out last year and need to be filled in, particularly if your
details have changed from 2023. Membership can be paid at the same time as examination

entry fees are submitted.

The membership forms can also be downloaded from the website. Membership fees are:

Student Associate Membership $20
Individual Membership $40
Corporate Membership $100

Please make cheques payable to ASCA and sent with completed form to Mrs Susanne
Harrison, ASCA Membership Secretary, PO Box 322, Manly, NSW 1655. Please include a
stamped addressed envelope. The membership fees can be direct deposited into the ASCA
account :CBA BSB 062229 Account number 00131200

Please identify exam date and school/teacher on the description on the bank deposit. Eg
Smith October 30
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Poem written by Year 5 student at Loreto Kirribilli

The following is a poem written by Emilia (Mila) McFarlane, a Year S student at Loreto

Kirribilli. Mila memorized her poem and presented it for Section 3 of the Junior Grade

3 Communication syllabus. Her Examiner was very impressed with her poem.

Becoming by Mila

I was so poor,

So tired and sore,
Famished and starving,
Barely surviving.

I was eighteen years old,

Desperate for food, shelter and gold,

This led me to a criminal life,

Stealing food gems and the occasional knife.

I was turned into the police,

And went straight to the chief.

This was the first time I’d been caught,

It did not go well, my time in court.

I was escorted to Australia,

My future was doomed, surely destined for failure.

I was sent to a farm,

It caused me much harm.

I was thrown into room with others like me,
My future, I could no longer see.

The place was a disgrace, no space,

And the smell, well it smacked me in the face.

Early starts,
Played a big part,

The labour was demanding, working day and night, to keep the Master pleased.

And on the street all of us convicts were teased.
Yet in the fields my hope remained alive
Through friendships amongst the hardships, I knew I would survive.

After I was freed, I made some good choices,
Buying some land, cows and a few horses.
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I became an expert in trade, swapping pennies for pounds.
My talent had been waiting, my life’s purpose profound.

I gave back to the community,

Now a respected member of the colony.

As 1 sit here today,
The sun shining on my hair grey

I think back to all the challenges I’ve overcome
To turn my life around and become awesome.

International Success for ASCA student.

Report by lJillian Burgess.

2023 ASCA National Scholarship holder, Catherine Swemmer
wins the prestigious RE:SOLVED Branksome Hall Munk Debate.

“Re:Solved” is a persuasive speaking and debate competition for high school students to fuel
interest in global competitive debate. This challenging competition was instigated by the
amazing debate and public speaking coach, Grace Ventura Nolan, a teacher at Branksome
Hall School in Toronto, Canada in 2023. Catherine, an IB student at Ravenswood School for
Girls, studying Global Politics, expressed an interest in competing and started preparing in
November 2023 when she was in Year 11.

Passionate about social justice as well as persuasive speaking and debate, Catherine

submitted her persuasive speech on the Re:Solved Competition’s resolution that “The

Declaration of Human Rights has lost its relevance” on 10 December 2023. From the 108
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submissions from 23 countries, 32 participants were selected to progress and debate related
topics online. The first debate took place in January on the resolution: “That major polluter
nations should open their borders to climate refugees”. From this debate, 16 students were
chosen to debate in February and the resolution was: “That Development aid should be
dependent on advancement of human rights”. Eight students were then selected to debate
in March on the resolution: “That major sporting events should not be held in countries

with poor human rights records”.

When Catherine was selected as one of the top four students to travel to Toronto with all
expenses paid for five days, it was exciting and testament to her thorough research and

analysis of each topic, together with her impressive debate and persuasive speaking skills.

The final debate took place in front of an audience of teachers and students from surrounding
schools in Toronto on Saturday 27 April after a week of exploring Toronto.

The initial resolution that was used for the essay was used as the final topic of the debate,
“That the Declaration of Human Rights has lost its relevance”. Catherine, teamed with
Ben, a student from Bishops Diocesan College in Cape Town, South Africa, chose to take
side Opposition. The Proposition side was composed of a Year 9 student from Crofton House
College in Vancouver and another final year student from Bishops Diocesan College.

Catherine and Ben’s rebuttal was strong and together with outstanding substantives they
supported the resolution that “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has NOT lost its
relevance”. A tremendous accolade to both students.

Catherine qualified as a public speaking teacher and gained her Diploma of Communication
(Dip. Comm. [ASCA]) Teacher, earlier this year. She plans to teach Speech Communication
next year while undertaking a degree aligned to her interests in global affairs and social

justice.

For students interested in competing in 2025 you may search Re:Solved Munk Debates on
Instagram and Facebook or contact me on burgessjillian@gmail.com.

Jillian Burgess
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Press release: ESB welcomes the publication of the Oracy Education Commission’s Final
Report. (to read the detailed response from the national launch please use this link
https://esbuk.org/web/) (ASCA is affiliated with the ESB {International} Ltd and began as
‘The English Speaking Board in NSW’ in 1974)

READ A SUMMARY OF THE REPORT IN THE FOLLOWING
PAGES ..........
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ESB named AWARDING ORGANISATION OF THE YEAR!

WINNER

English Sp—*ﬁg@ i lr&%tnonal Ltd

English Speaking Board (Imernational) www.esbuk.org has baen named Awarding
Organisaton of the Year at the 2023 Federation of Awarding Bogies (FAB) Awaros!

The most prestigious and final award of the night was presanted 1o ESB during a
caremony at the Mamiont Hotel In Leicester as pan of the Federation of Awarding Bodies
annual conferance. ESB was chosan over thves other Awarding Organisations in the
inspre’ calegory in recognition of being able 10 describe 1S year as exceptional: its abiity
10 innavate, be differant in s field and mpact 2s leamers

ESB's Chief Executive says:

"What an incredible achievement! it is without doubt the highlight of my career! We
are absolutely thnlled to be named Awarding Cegansation of the Year - during an
exceptional year for us = ESB's 70th anniversary. I've led ESB Inmernational for a
tenth of our story, and | am parn of g professional, purpose-led Awarding Organsation
that never fads to make me know why | get out of bed!

“In our TOth year we are of a view that what we've acheved has earnad thas award
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including the kaunch of our Outreach Campaign which pravides over £30.000 of
financial suppor to organisations whose leamers face disadvantage, our National
Impact report cutlining the impact of cur qualifications on leamers’ oracy,
employablity skils and personal development, and five multi-media 70th birthday
events hosted 10 celebrate our many leamers, teachers, assessors., trustees, and

stalt “Winning this award s a testament to the dedicason of the entire ESB team and

al those who have been involved in peeparnng learmers for success and who have

tirelessly worked to provide leamers from all backgrounds with cpportunities %o reach

their full potential.

“This recognition motivates us 10 continue our mission of providing outstanding
quasity qualifications 10 all leamers, stratching the most able. supponting the least
confidant and realising the potential of all

Commenting on the awards, John McNamara, the Federation’s Interim Chief
Executive, sald:

“The FAB awards continue to thrive, with ancther record-breaking number of panticpants
this year. We wero ploased 10 introduce new award categornes celebrating the success of

apprentices, AQ and employer relationships, AQ and provider relationships, and
commement to socal responsbiity. Congratulations to this year's winners, who have
demonstrated significant commigment 10 high qualty gualifications and an urwavering
commament to leamers and the wider sector.”

The FAB Awards, now n its 8th year, recognise the contnbutions made by awarding
organsations and thalr amployees to education and skilils in the UK over the past year.

For 70 years, ESB has been providing chikiren, young people and adults with the
opponundy 10 find their voica and advocate for thelr Sves and commungties, The

organisation also cMers those comng and choosing 1o Ive in our country a pathway o be
heard in their naw communities. as well as giving those leamers iving internationally and
in the UK an oppoetunity 10 boost their empioyablity and portability of their skills across the

workd.

ESB does this through its specialist Oracy and English language qualiications. certificating

nearly 40,000 leamers this year. From our specialist portfolio of Oracy quaiifications for

leamers with significant leaming neads to our Oracy qualifications from Early Years to Post
16 oMering high kevels of UCAS points for those considering a university pathway, to our

ESOL Skills for Life and ESOL Intamational quashcations,

The Federation of Awarding Bodies is the collective voice of the awarding and assessmant
industry. Its mambesship includes over 120 recognsad awarding crganisations. A list of its

regulated members can be found here.
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ESB = honoured to racana this award

ANISATION
OF THEYEAR

CD wwer G

ENGLISH SPEAKlNG BOARD
(INTERNATIONAL) LTD
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Important dates.

2024 ASCA Open day. Saturday November 30.
Ravenswood School for Girls.

2025 ASCA Awards Ceremony. Saturday 29 March.

Ravenswood School for Girls.

Some wise words:

“The success of your presentation will be judged not by the knowledge you send but by
what the listeners receive” Lily Walters.

Queries

If you have any queries about ASCA, the Syllabus or examinations, please contact us by
email, or write and your query will be handed to the committee for an answer.

CONTRIBUTIONS to the newsletter gratefully received by the editor, Susanne Harrison.
All newsletter correspondence should be sent to: PO Box 4570, North Rocks, NSW 2151

Newsletter.asca@gmail.com
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